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along with the other States, or will it try to play an 
active part, as we recommend it? This is the great 
question to which the people expect an answer. Yet the 
speech of the Queen is quite negative about it." 

In a similar spirit writes the social democratic paper, 
Het Volh. It is well known that the Dutch Social 
Democratic Party belongs to the Second International. 
The position of the Dutch Social Democrats toward the 
League of Nations is for this reason quite different to 
the position of, for instance, the Swiss Socialists. After 
the speech of the Queen Het Volh wrote: "The govern- 
ment of a State that has remained neutral ought to have 
shown, in a document like this, that it intends to take 
a very active part in the development of the present in- 
ternational organization into a real league of nations. 
But, for this, faith in a better future must be alive, and 
this faith seems to be wanting." 

The Social Democratic organ discusses its position to- 
ward the League of Nations more fully in a leading 
article on September 23 : "How faulty the composition 
and organization of the League of Nations may be, the 
institution must be accepted, not only a league of na- 
tions on a just basis, but also this unjust league of 
nations ; not only a league of nations in the air, but also 
this league, which will very soon start its function, be- 
cause it is the bearer of two principles, and without their 
application a new growing of the civilization is im- 
possible — peaceful settlement of all conflicts and dis- 
armament. If it results that the League of Nations 
works faulty, because big mistakes exist in its organiza- 
tion and composition, then the peoples will press upon 
the improvement of these mistakes. The peoples will 
not tolerate that a once-created institution which prom- 
ises the redemption from wars is checked in its work 
by diplomatic games, militaristic ambitions, or the ra- 
pacity of influential groups. Thus bad, no league of 
nations can be, as that the peoples will not be able to 
turn it over into some blessed power in favor of peace 
and disarmament. For this reason we recommend Hol- 
land the joining of even this crooked League of Nations." 

This opinion of the Social Democratic organ is the 
same as that of the large pacifist unions, which have 
united themselves these days into a new Dutch central 
organization, "Dutch Association for Peace and League 
of Nations," and whose leaders belong to various politi- 
cal directions, and all of them recommend, without ex- 
ception, Holland's immediate joining of the League. 



The American Commission to Poland, headed by 
Henry Morgenthau, former Ambassador to Turkey and 
a leader of the Jews in the United States, which was 
named by the Department of State, at the request of 
President Paderewski, to investigate the status of the 
Jews of Poland, has reported. The Polish nation as a 
whole is absolved from responsibility for the violence of 
uncontrolled troops and local mobs based on anti-Semitic 
feelings. An economic boycott of Jews on a consider- 
able scale is reported, but the Polish Government stands 
pledged to put an end to it as far as it can be done by 
governmental action. The Zionistic aspirations of many 
of the Jews undoubtedly have run counter to the Polish 
ideals of nationalism, and have been a cause of friction ; 
as also has been their successful fight at Paris to bring 
about the guarantee of the rights of religious, racial, and 
linguistic minorities in Poland. 




A. B. Ohapin in St. Louis Republic 

THE TREATY OF PEACE SIGNED 
Signatory Allied Powers Define Attitude- 
Germany's Mood for the Future — 
Japan's Imperial Rescript 

On January 10 the Treaty of Versailles, making peace be- 
tween Germany and the Allied Powers, was made effective 
by exchange of ratifications, Baron Kurt von Lersner, head 
of the German mission, having previously signed the protocol 
of November 1, providing for reparation for the sinking of 
the German warships at Scapa Flow and to insure the carry- 
ing out of the armistice terms. The document was signed 
in the office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Paris, and 
the ceremony was devoid of any unusual dramatic features. 

As long ago as last October a sufficient number of the 
powers had ratified the treaty to comply with its require- 
ments as to effectiveness. The delay in formal ratification 
has been due to the failure of Germany to live up to some 
of the terms of the armistice and to the insistence of the 
Allied Supreme Council that before the treaty was put into 
effect Germany should further guarantee action in this re- 
spect, and also meet additional demands for reparation fol- 
lowing the sinking of the fleet at Scapa Flow. 

After the exchange of ratifications, Premier Clemenceau 
handed to Baron von Lersner the following letter : 

"Paris, January 10. 
"Now that the protocol provided for by the note of No- 
vember 2 has been signed by qualified representatives of the 
German Government, and in consequence the ratifications of 
the Treaty of Versailles have been deposited, the Allied and 
Associated Powers wish to renew to the German Government 
their assurance that, while necessary reparations for the 
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sinking of the German fleet in Scapa Flow will be exacted, 
they do not intend to injure the vital economic interest of 
Germany. On this point, by this letter, they confirm the 
declarations which the general secretary of the Peace Con- 
ference was charged with making orally to the president of 
the German delegation on December 23." 

GERMANY'S ATTITUDE 

Following the formal ceremony, Baron von Lersner issued 
the following statement: 

"Execution of the Treaty of Versailles imposes upon Ger- 
many the heaviest sacrifices ever borne by a nation in mod- 
ern times. We have lost in the west and in the east terri- 
tories that belonged to Prussia for many centuries. We have 
assumed enormous economic obligations. Nevertheless, I am 
glad that peace is at last re-established, because it will give 
back to Germany her beloved sons still prisoners abroad. 

"We have already, even without being obliged by the terms 
of the treaty, delivered a considerable quantity of products, 
including 2,500,000 tons of coal, to France, and I can say 
that Germany will go to the utmost limit of possibility in 
fulfilling all the obligations she has incurred. It will mean 
hard times for Germany, but with the recovery of our ardor 
for labor and production we hope to meet every emergency. 

"The recovery of our economic prosperity is as much to the 
interest of the Entente as it is to us, on account of the great 
economic difficulties that threaten all Europe. It is obvious, 
speaking chiefly of France, that her economic prosperity de- 
pends upon the economic recovery of Germany." 

From the German Government the following appeal to the 
German people was sent out on the 11th : 

"The unhappy issue of the war has left us defenseless to 
the arbitrary will of an opponent who is imposing upon us 
in the name of peace the heaviest of sacrifices, the first of 
which is the renunciation of German territories in the east, 
west, and north, without regard to the principles of self- 
determination, by which hundreds of thousands of our Ger- 
man countrymen are being placed under foreign domination. 

"German brothers and sisters, not only in the hour of 
farewell, but forever, mourning for our loss will fill our 
hearts. We vow to you on behalf of the entire German 
people that we will never forget you. You, on your part, 
will not forget your common German fatherland, of that we 
are sure. 

"Whatever is possible for us to do to preserve to you the 
mother language, the German character, and the inward 
spiritual union of the homeland will be done. We will un- 
ceasingly urge that promises given in the treaty shall be 
kept. Our sympathy, our care, our ardent love, will unfail- 
ingly be yours. 

"Across all frontier barriers German nationality remains 
one entity. Be strong with us in the belief that the German 
people will not perish, but on hard-won liberal foundations 
will rise to the highest political economic and social culture. 

"Countrymen, a hard injustice was done you and us by 
forcible separation. The right .of self-determination has 
been refused the German population. But we do not aban- 
don hope. You, too, one day will be granted this national 
fundamental right. We will, therefore, despite all pain, call 
to one another full of hope and confidence in this hour of 
parting. We will truly ever stand together with our entire 
strength for the right of our nationality." 

Friedrich Ebert, President of the Republic of Germany, in 
an interview with the Berlin representative of the Universal 
Service News Agency, given January 13, said: 

"With all my heart I welcome the final advent of peace, 
so long expected and so long delayed. Though it is not a 
peace upon the terms by which, just two years ago almost 
to the day, President Wilson set the hearts of enlightened 
men and women everywhere ablaze, it is at least a formal 
cessation of the state of war which will help men of good- 
will on both sides, and which may turn into real world peace 
in the course of time. 

"In this sense, this day ought to be the dawn of a period 



of regeneration and the return of sanity for a world disor- 
ganized and demoralized through the long orgy of destruc- 
tion and lawlessness. It should be a solemn reminder that 
organized murder must never happen again, and that in so 
far as the present peace settlement fails to satisfy the just 
claims of nations, it must be revised by other means than 
the destruction of human lives, and with other arguments 
than guns and battleships. 

"It should be the inauguration of a long era of co-opera- 
tion among nations whose close interdependence has never 
been so evident as in those terrible days of universal ruin 
and misery. 

"It will be a matter of the deepest regret for many people 
that the state of peace proclaimed does not include either 
the United States or Russia. I sincerely hope that the day 
when those countries also will re-enter into peaceful rela- 
tions with Germany and, as far as Russia is concerned, with 
the rest of the world, may be near at hand. 

"After the cataclysm through which the world has gone, 
the new international conditions cannot be fixed to a nicety 
beforehand. It seems wise, in the present state of threaten- 
ing dissolution, first to re-establish a state of peace through- 
out the world and leave the arrangements of the details of 
international relations to common council at a later date. 

"To Germany the coming into force of the peace treaty 
brings no material advantage of any kind, save the long de- 
sired return of her thousands of sons held unduly long in 
foreign captivity. For her this day means the setting into 
motion of an endless chain of obligations of the heaviest 
kind, including the unspeakably painful surrender of large 
areas inhabited purely or preponderately by German popu- 
lations to foreign sovereignties. 

"We refuse to be down-hearted. In resuming diplomatic 
and commercial relations with our former enemies we hope 
that they will give a chance to the new Germany, whose 
present government, supported by the vast majority of the 
people, has no desire but to live in peace with the rest of 
the world. 

"I trust that in this desire we may be aided by the respon- 
sible press organizations in all countries. The world knows 
how much in the past erroneous, and even deliberately false, 
newspaper reports have intensified the existing rivalries and 
actual hostility. 

"I see that even now false reports of an alleged desire of 
Germany for commercial world supremacy are being circu- 
lated among an uninformed public in order to keep up sus- 
picion and distrust against Germany. 

"I therefore beg leave to appeal to the responsible news- 
paper men in all countries to leave the war of journalism 
aside and do their part to make this world safe for peace, 
good-will, and co-operation." 

JAPAN'S EMPEROR'S ROYAL RESCRIPT 

Simultaneous with the promulgation of the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles an imperial rescript was issued by Japan. It said : 

"It is a source of deep rejoicing to us that the gigantic 
war which has plunged the whole world into unspeakable 
consternation for the past five years has at last come to an 
end through the valiant and unstinted efforts of the powers 
in alliance with us, and that the peace of the world has thus 
been at length restored. The final reparation of the results 
of so great a catastrophe and the guarantee of the reign of 
tranquillity in the future, needless to say, depend altogether 
upon the whole-hearted co-operation of all the Allied powers. 
With these considerations in mind, we despatched our dele- 
gates to the Peace Conference which was lately held in 
France, with instructions to participate in its deliberations. 

"We are now much gratified to know that a new treaty 
looking to the establishment of perpetual peace has been ar- 
rived at and the foundation of a league of nations laid down, 
while at the same time we are fully conscious of the heavy 
responsibilities henceforth devolving upon our country. At 
the opening of this fresh chapter in the history of the world 
and in view of the tremendous changes in its aspects, we 
hold it to be high time that all loyal Japanese subjects 
should address themselves with the best endeavors at their 
command to the task of adapting their activities to the on- 
ward march of events. 

"We therefore call upon our subjects that, keeping this 
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cardinal aim constantly before them, they should in the first 
instance work for the attainment of that durable peace con- 
templated by the institution of the League of Nations, always 
abiding by the principle of universal justice and following 
the paths of progress of the world. It is at the same time 
our earnest hope that they will make it their guiding prin- 
ciple to keep to a sound and wholesome fashion of living and 
eschewing as unworthy of them all forms of frivolity and 
luxury, and will devote their efforts to furthering the ad- 
vancement of the national resources with a view to keeping 
pace with the advance of human progress. Trusting that 
we may enjoy for evermore the blessings of peace and tran- 
quillity, together with the whole company of friendly na- 
tions, we give expression to our ardent hope that, relying 
upon the undivided co-operation of our loyal subjects, we 
shall accomplish the task of advancing the general welfare 
of the entire people and of spreading throughout the land 
the utmost benefits of civilization, so as to crown the past 
achievements of our forefathers with imperishable glory, 
and we hereby enjoin our loyal subjects to fulfill our wishes 
herein expressed." 

With the signing of the Versailles Treaty two important 
actions of an important character began, the repatriation of 
German prisoners held in France, to the number of 300,000, 
and the first steps toward resumption of diplomatic and con- 
sular relations between Germany and the nations with 
which she has warred. The representative of the United 
States in Berlin will be Ellis Loring Dresel, of Boston, who 
will have the title of "commissioner" without diplomatic 
status and act as observer for the State Department. 



THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS BEGINS TO 
FUNCTION 

President Wilson's Call to Assemble— The 

First Session — The Saar Commission 

Named 

With the formal ratification of the Treaty with Germany 
(see page 25) the mechanism of the League began to oper- 
ate, inasmuch as by its terms the compact carried with it 
assent by the signatory powers to the newly devised inter- 
national organization. 

The call to assembly of the League issued from Washing- 
ton not as coming from President Wilson, President of the 
United States, but as the person formally mentioned in the 
treaty as authorized to call the League's Council to its first 
assembly. The situation facing the League as it met this 
detail no doubt was anomalous and unforeseen ; but it was 
decided by the European powers interested, and also by 
legal authorities, that though the United States was not to 
participate in the League, at least in its earlier sessions, it 
nevertheless would be both lawful a"nd politic for the call to 
come from Woodrow Wilson the man, especially since he 
had so much responsibility for making the League's cove- 
nant an integral part of the treaty. 

THE CALL TO ASSEMBLE THE COUNCIL 

President Wilson transmitted, through the State Depart- 
ment, to the United States embassies in the countries eligi- 
ble to seats in the council the following call, for formal 
presentation to those governments. It ran thus, save for the 
name of the nation invited, which altered according to the 
necessity of the occasion. This is the text sent to Great 
Britain : 



"In compliance with Article V of the Covenant of the 
League of Nations, which went into effect at the same time 
as the Treaty of Versailles of June 28, 1919, of which it is 
a part, the President of the United States, acting on behalf 
of those nations which have deposited their instruments of 
ratification in Paris as certified in a proces-verbal drawn up 
by the Trench Government, dated January 10, 1920, has the 
honor to inform the Government of Great Britain that the 
first meeting of the Council of the League of Nations will be 
held in Paris, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on Friday, 
January 16, at 10.30 a. m. 

"The President earnestly ventures the hope that the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain will be in a position to send a 
representative to this first meeting. He feels that it is un- 
necessary for him to point out the deep significance attached 
to this meeting or the importance which it must assume in 
the eyes of the world. It will mark the beginning of a new 
era in international co-operation and the first great step 
toward the ideal concert of nations. It will bring the League 
of Nations into being as a living force, devoted to the task 
of assisting the peoples of all countries in their desire for 
peace, prosperity, and happiness. The President is con- 
vinced that its progress will accord with the noble purpose 
to which it is dedicated." 

THE FIRST SESSION 

At 10.30 on the morning of the 16th representatives of 
France, Great Britain, Italy, Greece, Belgium, Spain, Portu- 
gal, Brazil, and Japan, members of the Council of the League 
of Nations, met in the Clock Room of the French Foreign 
Office. Those present and representing these nations were 
Earl Curzon, the British Foreign Secretary, for Great Brit- 
ain; Premier Venizelos, for Greece; Carlo Farraris, Italian 
Minister of Industry, Commerce, Labor and Food, for Italy ; 
Paul Hymans, Belgian Foreign Minister, for Belgium ; Baron 
Matsui, Ambassador to France, for Japan; Dr. Castoa du 
Cunha, Ambassador to France, for Brazil; Count Quinones 
de Leon, Ambassador to France', for Spain, and M. Leon 
Bourgeois, for France, who, on motion of Premier Venizelos 
of Greece, was chosen chairman. This motion was seconded 
by Lord Curzon, and M. Bourgeois was unanimously elected. 
Sir Eric Drummond later was confirmed as general secre- 
tary, he having been selected for the post several months 
ago and having had London as his base of operations for 
tentative organization of the working staff of the League. 
The United States' chief representative on this staff was to 
have been Raymond B. Fosdick, but he has resigned. 

THE TENOR OF THE SPEECHES 

M. Bourgeois, the President, in his opening address, said : 
"The task of presiding at this meeting and inaugurating 
this great international situation should have fallen to 
President Wilson. We respect the reasons which still delay 
final decision by our friends in Washington, but express the 
hope that their difficulties will soon be overcome and that a 
representative of the great American republic will occupy 
the place awaiting him among us. The work of the council 
will then assume definite character and will have that par- 
ticular force which should be associated with our work. 

"January 16, 1920, will go down in history as the date of 
the birth of a new world. Decisions to be reached today 
will be in the name of all nations adhering to the covenant 
of the league. It will be the first decree of all free nations, 
leaguing themselves together for the first time in the world, 
to substitute right for might. But the organization of the 
League of Nations will not be complete until the assembly 
of all the States meets." 

Earl Curzon, Great Britain's representative, said: 

"On behalf of the British Empire I desire to express the 
loyalty of my government and the external dominions of the 
British Crown to the spirit underlying the covenant of the 



